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years and a half, was favoured with a foresight of his death, and a little
before he was seized with his last sickness foretold it to his disciples.
Seeing them weep he said, "Grieve not, my children;   but rather con-
gratulate with me.    I have longed for this time, and sighing under the
miseries of this world, have wished for a releasement."    Falling ill of a
fever he prayed almost without interruption; and on the sixth day convened
his disciples, and made them a pathetic exhortation to a virtuous life.   They
bursting all together into tears, he was not able to refrain from weeping
with them; and on his knees he commended them all to God, praying him
not to abandon them and to give them a holy pastor.   After this he con-
tinued his private prayers for several hours;   then, reciting the canticle
Nunc dimittiS) Sec., and fervently commending his soul into the hands of
his Redeemer, he happily expired at one o'clock the next morning, on the
ist of December in 659, or in 665, if he was consecrated bishop in 646,
being seventy years and some months old.   Upon the news of his sickness,
Queen Bathildes set out from Paris with her children, the lords of her
court, and a numerous train; but arrived only the morning after his death.
She bathed the corpse with a flood of tears, and caused all preparations to
be made for carrying it to her monastery at Chelles.    Others were very
desirous that it should be conveyed to Paris;  but the people of Noyon so
strenuously opposed it, that the precious remains of their holy pastor were
left with them, and the greatest part is kept at Noyon to this day.    His
body was deposited in the Church of St Lupus of Troyes, out of the walls,
soon after called St Eligius's, as St Owen testifies.    This monastery of
St Eligius is now of the Benedictin Order of the reformed congregation
of St Maur.    The relics of the saint were afterwards translated into the
cathedral.    Several other churches lay claim to small portions.    St Owen
relates many miracles which followed his death, and informs us that the
holy abbess St Auraea, who was swept off by a pestilence, with a hundred
and sixty of her nuns in 666, was advertised of her last hour some time
before it, by a comfortable vision of St Eligius,    Queen Bathildes soon
after laying aside all ornaments of state gave them all to the poor, except
her gold bracelets, of which she caused a cross to be made, which she
placed at the head of St Eligius's monument.   She also ordered a sort of
canopy, called Repa, to be made of gold and silver, and set it over his
tomb.   The noblemen of her court, imitating her example, offered abund-
ance of gold and precious stones to adorn the same; and as it shone vary
bright, it was covered in Lent with a linen cloth bordered with silk,   A
certain liquor which dropped from this linen cloth cured various distempers,1
Fleury takes notice from this circumstance, that it was the custom at that
time to cover, on penitential days, whatever looked bright or shining
in churches.

1 St Audoen, vit. St Eligij, c. 40.    See Du Cange in Glessar. v. Repa.
5*